
Sermon on Trusting God’s Plan 

 

I. What We See vs. What’s Really Happening 

• Illustration: Family pictures appear simple but require extensive unseen planning. 

• Key idea: Our limited perspective often misses the bigger picture. 

II. A Simple Story—At First Glance 

• Luke’s account of Jesus’ birth seems straightforward. 

• Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem; Jesus is born in a manger. 

III. God’s Plan Behind the Scenes 

• Fulfillment of prophecy: 

o Birth in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). 

o Lineage of David (Jeremiah 23:5–6). 

• God uses ordinary political events (the census) to accomplish eternal purposes. 

• These details were beyond human control, pointing to God’s sovereignty. 

IV. The Meaning of the Manger 

• No direct prophecy about a manger, but clear themes of humility and suffering. 

• Jesus’ birth reflects the kind of Messiah He would be—humble, approachable, and close 

to the lowly (Isaiah 53). 

V. Trusting God When We Don’t Understand 

• Mary and Joseph likely experienced frustration, fear, and confusion. 

• God was still working faithfully through circumstances they did not choose. 

• Application: God is at work in our lives, even when the plan is unclear. 

VI. Conclusion: Learning to Trust the Planner 

• Our lives may feel messy or unfair, but God is still writing a story. 

• Invitation: Trust God’s plan, even when you can only see a small part of it. 

 

 

 

 

 



Reflection Questions 

1. Can you think of a time when something seemed simple at first but turned out to be much 

more complex? How did that experience shape your understanding of planning or 

perspective? 

2. Read Luke 2:1-7. What stands out to you about how God used ordinary events (like a 

census) to accomplish His purposes? 

3. Read Micah 5:2-4 and Jeremiah 23:5-6. Why do you think it matters that Jesus’ birth 

fulfilled prophecies beyond human control? 

4. Read Isaiah 53:2-3. What does the humility of Jesus’ birth in a manger teach us about 

God’s character? 

5. Where in your life do you feel frustrated, confused, or stuck right now? 

6. What might it look like to trust that God is working behind the scenes in that situation? 

7. How does this story challenge or encourage you to see your own life as part of God’s 

larger story? 


